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DEAR FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES 

We are just back from the outstanding 50 Years Anniversary celebration organized by our 
very active South West Chapter. This event has convened more than 110 high ranking industry 
representatives around Tom Enders (CEO of Airbus), François Gayet (General Secretary of 
ASD) and Brian McDermott (Director of Aeronautical Industry Association of the United States). 
All speakers stressed that USAIRE has a role to play in the changing relation between Europe 
and the United States and that they were confident that USAIRE would bring its brick to the 
building of the bridge over the Atlantic in form of efficient networking and as a discussion 
platform. Thanks again to our South West Chapter members who have shown in an impressive 
manner that USAIRE is attractive and considered as a valid (even though still modest) element 
in the US-European relation.  Indeed, it seems that the recent political changes have speeded 
the transatlantic debate and that both sides expect rapid and tangible progress on ground of 
concrete projects. First such signs can be seen in a defence conference recently organized in 
Paris upon request of the Office of the Secretary of Defence on potential joint rotorcraft 
programs (which is clearly a "first"!). 

Things are moving in many areas and initiatives are driven on both sides: as you will read 
here below (Summary on our September Conference), even in the field of aeronautical 
research and technology open-minded cooperation is sought and could become a reality in the 
short term.   

We have equally to mention the highly successful annual Garden Party and Golf event 
which took place in mid-September in an outstanding setup. Uniting more than 40 members 
and spouses, a demanding Golf tournament has been organized north of Paris, accompanied 
for those who wished, by an interesting cultural tour to the sites of our French impressionist 
painters. This great venue was highly acclaimed by the participants and allowed intense 
networking, refreshing of contacts and friendships and ... fun. Thanks to all those who have 
organized it with big investment of time and effort.  

We are now in the middle of the preparation of our annual highlight event: the Thanksgiving 
Dinner. It will take place on November 27 at Cercle Interallié ... and is increasingly becoming a 
"classic" for the Parisian transatlantic community. As already communicated by separate e-
mail, this year's "cru" seems again to become promising. We have confirmation for the 
participation of high ranking personalities and the level of currently obtained reservations is 
good. If you wish to attend, we can only encourage you to reserve quickly as the available 
tables are limited. Like in prior years we will equally announce the results of the annual USAIRE 
Students Award. We observe a high level of popularity of this competition and we have 
received an important number of very good copies from Students in France, Belgium and in the 
United States. Evidently, there will be no "leakage" and the winner will be announced only on 
November 27. 

Having our anniversary behind us ... we will gear up now with a number of conferences 
which will hopefully meet your expectations. Our target is to set at least one per month around 
subject matters which will fuel the already mentioned transatlantic debate and fuel thoughts 
about the future of our industry. A number of interesting speakers are already volunteering. Our 
next conference is planned on November 18 where we will have the pleasure to welcome José 
Abramovici who is Global Head of Aviation Group & Rail Finance at CALYON. He will speak on 
How to cope with the financing of World aircraft deliveries in 2010? 

We are looking forward to seeing you numerously at this occasion. 

RECENT EVENTS 

- Wednesday, 9 September 2009: our breakfast meeting guest speaker was Alain Garcia, 
Former SVP Engineering, Airbus and Chairman ACARE Integration team who spoke on: 



“Intensified Europe-US Cooperation Links in the Aeronautical Industry – let’s start with 
common R&T subjects first”, 

High Level Technology Exchange between US and Europ e is “a must” 
USAIRE Conference by Alain Garcia on September 9, 2 009  
  

USAIRE had the honour to welcome Alain Garcia, Former Senior Vice President 
Engineering of Airbus and current Chairman ACARE Integration Team who was addressing the 
subject  "Intensified Europe-US Cooperation Links in the Aeronautical Industry - let's start with 
common R&T subjects first" at the occasion of a “USAIRE Breakfast Conference”.  

Alain Garcia explained first the organization and missions of ACARE in the European 
Framework, its organization and link with ASD. The European Union is setting high 
improvement expectations for the aeronautical industry which are translated by ACARE in very 
demanding environmental, safety, quality and affordability targets. He stressed in particular that 
important progresses in the fields of environmental compatibility of air transport have to be 
made in order to keep air transport acceptable in a global warming context in future. Objectives 
like a reduction of 50 % of CO2, of 80 % of NOx and 50 % of noise emissions are set. 
Reliability of air transport means must be improved by 80 % and future Air Traffic Management 
must ensure that 99 % of all flights reach their destination on time … a very demanding agenda 
for research and technology to be deployed in Europe. 

Alain Garcia turned then to his – at first sight – surprising transatlantic motivation. He stated 
that Europe and its industry are de facto sitting in the same boat as the United States and their 
aerospace industry. He underlined that the industrial game is increasingly transnational, that 
most of the players in the industry are working on both sides of the Atlantic, either as OEMs or 
as suppliers. He indicated that, interestingly enough, the real issue for industry on both sides of 
the (Northern) Atlantic will be the emerging new competition of countries out of the BRIC group 
in the short term. He sees therefore a converging interest between the United States and 
Europe to progress jointly on a number of basic questions. Alain Garcia stated that, in his 
understanding, ACARE has equally the vocation to get projects running between European and 
US institutions, Associations and Industry.  

Alain Garcia informed us about the first discussions which have been engaged with AIA and 
NASA and that a number of umbrella agreements exist already (since the nineties) which could 
be used to house joint projects. In the European context he sees already a number of US-
European projects which are earmarked for possible financing in the 7th Research Framework 
Program (4th Call) of the European Union.  

The ACARE/AIA/NASA focus should be set, pursuant to him, on two areas: Air Traffic 
Management (ATM) Improvements and carbon-neutral growth. Garcia’s objective is to generate 
concrete projects in three areas of joint interest which are – a priori – non competitive but will 
bring Industry forward on the  right track:  

- a joint study of climatic effects of aviation on climate and environment, such as effects of 
condensation of emission of CO2 in high altitude.  

- joint understanding of disturbance caused by aircraft – its measurement and elaboration 
of norms for acceptability 

- a joint study of modifications of atmospheric conditions (turbulence, lightning strike, …) 
and their impact on aviation standards.  

Alain Garcia called repeatedly for strong support by the European industry for this initiative. 
He encouraged the audience of the Conference to promote participation to such a trans-Atlantic 
initiative within their respective organizations and companies.  

The very explicit and informative presentation by Alain was followed by an animated debate 
which showed that, indeed, the questions of environmental compatibility, safety and affordability 
are equally “bees in the bonnet” of numerous USAIRE members.  

Thanks again to Alain Garcia for his time and effort. 



 

- Friday 18 September, 2009: USAIRE Golf tournament and Garden Party which took place 
at the Paris International Golf Club at Baillet-en-France (north of Paris). 

STUDENT AWARD 

The theme for our 2009 Award is, “What will the Civil and Military Space look like in 2050?” 
Also, “What Consequences will this have on our Industry’s Competitiveness and Innovation 
Ambitions?” Cathay Pacific, Airbus, Eurocopter, Thales, Air & Cosmos are partners for this 
Award.  The call for Papers has already been distributed to French schools. 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

- Thursday 22 October, 2009: lunch buffet: USAIRE is celebrating its 50th anniversary. Our 
guest of honor for this event will be Tom Enders – Airbus CEO with the participation of 
François Gayet, ASD (Aerospace and Defense Industry of Europe) and Clay Jones from 
AIA (Aerospace Industry Association), 

- Wednesday 18 November, 2009: breakfast meeting we will have the pleasure to welcome 
José Abramovici who is Global Head of Aviation Group & Rail Finance at Calyon. He will 
speak on “How to cope with the financing of World aircraft deliveries in 2010?”, 

- Friday 27 November, 2009: Thanksgiving Dinner and Student Award will take place at le 
cercle de l’union interalliée. 

NEWS FROM THE BOARD 

The following new members joined in September 2009: 
- Chapman Peter K., AAR Corp., Chief Commercial Officer, 
- Parant Pascal , AAR Corp., Vice President Corporate Marketing 
- Bernardini Christophe, Sabena Technics, Chief Executive Officer 
- Bocquillion Emmanuel, ATI Eutope, Director of Sales for Southern Europe  
- Hidalgo, Jean-Luc, Safran, Senior VP, Americas - International Development 
- Roberval, Nicolas, AIRCAD, President 

Since the last directory update of May 9th, we registered 6 new members and 4 companies 
which have chosen to join USAIRE: AAR corp, ATI Europe, Aircad and Sabena Technics. A few 
other applications are under processing and we expect an increase of about 10 % of our 
membership in 2009. This new success after the significant increase of the past years comfirms 
the attractivity of our association and challenges us even more to satisfy our community. 
 
 

 
Andreas Loewenstein, USAIRE President 


